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9 July 1957
QEOGRAPHIC INTELLIGENCE IK VAR TIME

1. Beskgrousd

a. In spesking of geographlc intelligence we sepaxets out four

oduction
gub-activities-~1) Geograpnic analysis, g) cartogrephic produc ’

STENce .
3) photo interpretation, and 4) map procurement and referen

‘ ved in more detall
Gartogrephy, pheto jntelligence and meps mymebime treated

m s Q‘k" A "‘J Cva; .—WJ\-L' A
3

: ' ] ' ie
However, they comprise an integral part of the over-all geograph

intelligence effort,

: £ the location
», Pirst, to outline what we mean by geographicf--the study of % '

identity and eveal inter-relationship of physical snd cultural

wth: In geography ve locate,

Pestures jonalieasVariRe sz EE T EEE SR

identify and interpret the distributional characteristice of

nts such as tervaln, climmte, vegsiation, hydrogrephy -~

physioal eleme

cas, btransportation,
and culbural elementa~-~population, TE3CUTCeE;

digease, and ethnic groups.

political administrative units, industyys
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wov What s there; vhy It is-

LR

{ In secomplishing these studies, the geographer

is primarily s generalist mud the wap niz principel methodologleel
ool
Resesrch 85 applicsble to the locstion of shopping centers as it is to
strategle situetions of pations. All of us observe seogyaphic factors
in our daily setlvitisae.
e. By very nature of iis date, @agra@hi? intelligence strongly concerned
with the support of operstionsl and strstegic pimmning. Chronicles

significant changes in lsndscape and applies resultant date to

und documents--NIS end reglonal snalyses--or tightly-
focused gtudies thet interpret targets, routes, lsnding besches,
and/or popuiation &stribution vith yelation to epecific operations.
By virtue of large store of Interrelated dsia it satablishes, geographic
intelligence slso vseful in support of policy dstexmination, estivates,
and current reporting.

- 3 -

Approved For Release 2001/11/16 :.€IA-RDP60-00346R000100020068-5



Approved For Release 2001/11/16 : CIA-RDP60-00346R000100020068-5

piNS Lf(,‘.y_‘_w\}w {{
oo i sns aod militery

commanders. (ibbom, for exseple, in his assoription of site and
sltustion of Comstantinople, provided one of the finest of all
geographicsl snelyses. On the military eide, s terrain handbock
{bound in leather) was prepaved for Amy cperatiomns in &rve bertwes:
El Peso and Laeredo in 1512.

However, World War I veally spewned the crganizstion apd techniques of
geogrephlc intslligence as WO accept them now. CORR conecept of the
role of geographic intelligence in wartime returalily refiects wuch
jearned during those yesxs. Az will be clear in latter part of

Talk; w&éﬂmmiciwtgn}AMbemumwmww ho S

1.

8. Americens entered World War II with Tew maps, gssentislly no geogrephic

iptalligence units, and very limited information on foreign
sayrritories., War period merked by lmrge, frantic bulldup of
thass Testurces.
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b)  Ammy, Ge2~-goms 200 persomnel-- Strategic Intelligence gtudies«-

Stete Department--econcmic and political geography.
Nevy, ONI--limited, hydrographic, landing, and naval facllities/ Prodien
¢) 08S--First geographers in 06S begen work in R end A Brench in fall
of 1541, while atill ¥nown as Coordinator of Information.
Grew eventuslly to 200-250 personnsl.

Drew scme besic ideas on geographlic intelligence from British Inter-Serviee

Topographical Detactment, attached to the General Stafr. alveady
producing geogrephicsl intelligence in the form of Inter-Service
Intelligence Studles, encyvlopsedic in coptent tut related to spacific
operatiopel plaming. Research asd Avalysis Branch of 088 dvevw
mwmmwmm.mmtwmmwmmMm

{‘Uv'vw] Ny

the Joint Istelligence Study Fublishing Board.
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Algo, established sepsrate Cartographic Sectiom, Mep Intelligence Sectiom,

4§ terrain model shop, and ¥ photo unit {in support of situation room).

to sack regional secticn of R and A.

s spplications of geogrephic intelligence clearly developed

in 088 st this time: foreign map procurement and exploitation; production
of wide runge of special subject mmpe in support of 0S8 bheadquerters,

43 tewms operation to

JCS, and Boerd of Economic Warfere requixeme:
produce ares intelligence in support of styeteglc plamning and estimstes.

¥es no photo interpretation section, and little sctivity related to

Experience in application of geogrephic intelligence to oparsticval plamning
developed mainly in £ield comssnds: 088{London), 083{China Theater),
and Cairo, Atbens, Delhi, Ceylon worked on critiselly-importent target
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and mep procuresent support. In Chlng, geographars dropped with

radlo transmitters behind Jepanese lines to observe and report on

geographical facts required for operatlicnel plamning of sll sorts.

Single most cowp

sharsive geographic intelligence setivity in world War J1
was that of Allied Oeogrephicsl Section of Southwest Pecific Conmand ,
which opersted independently of Wasbington nendguarters. AGS established

in 1942 in response to immediate and critical necessliy--the Comss)

hed to conduct operations in an ares, which irom the standpolnt of

available dats, wes & Lierrs incognite. Very fou of the meny facts

required for planning and. conduct of militery operations were avmilshle
for Wew Guines, Solcmons, or even much of Fhilippinves.
Organization composed jolntly of Americans-Australisns-fevw Zeslanders;
both military and civilian. Mission--to prepare camprehensive JANIS “Xypt
regional studies, special repurts and comhat haadbooks focused in
content snd timed in publication %o coincide with the planning and

P
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conduct of specific plans, estimetes and operations., mm vhatever
\  documentayy msterisl wes svailsble, ®pd procured largs smount of essential
information from specisl imterrogations, photo interpretation and
reconnaissence. In comjunetion with & central interrogation and
translation service, AGS developed consideveble ssount of m‘m
and sbility to provide & grest variety of intelligence on short motica.
Great sdvantages, of course, were 1) wholly self-sufficient in pkills
and facilities; 2) group cpersted on the scene vhere most vp-to-date
sources of information vere sveilsble; 3)oould provide rvesponse to

Commend vequivements vithout lbgs resulting from distance or conflicting

priorities.

Experience in World War 11 eatsblished the following ss desirable features

of geogregbic intelligance operation:
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&) Snould be Lesm sctivity.

b) Showld make intemsive use of photo interpretation techniques.

¢) Showid maintain capebility to epply techniques t0 wide rangs of
requirements~-gtrategic and operationel planning, reporting,
intelligence Basdekers, estims --through emphasis on reglonsl
expertise in depth in addition %o tyasning in systematic fields
of physiography, aoila, demogrsphy, transportation, ate. Influence

of Qerman Mllaec and Margeo studies--aNalogous AXORE spplied

to operstiopal planning.
4) Sbould coordinate elcssly with other geogrephic elements of commnity
in procurement end utilisation of files.
subsequent experiences in Korean Wer,; perticularly those of the militaxy
servicss, both confirmed appropristensss of tesmp approach as it

aphy, cartogrephy and meps, and strongly eatablished

applies to geow
velue of ghoto imterpratation.

Geographic Research Aves, CRR, presently so organized ss to integrate

- B -
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capabilities of these related activities. Ospabilities in general

the followlng:

Regionsl somlysis--potentisl miseile rengss, new lands area,

border studies-~clandegtine travel,

roule studles--economic estinates, clandastine travel,

wrben ares spalyalsg--intelligencs Baedaker for colleetion and special
opavetions,

Unconventional Warfere--comounity support.

Eseape and Bvaglon--community support.

targat studiss--heavy photo interpretation

geographlc trends and develogeents--intelligence on mepping, geodesy,
grevimetyy, Autaretica; phobto intelligence swrvelllance. Background
studien for plannsr referance--GH,

spot gueriss-~location,ldentity, status

certography--special-subjeet, or intelligence maps.

w 9 -
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k) photo interpretation support-inclwding axes gurveilland and development
of herdware.

1) mep procurement and reference--intslligence type meps, foreign and
dcoestically procured.

I1I. Wex Plen

A. Planning for geographic intelligence in wartime snvisions prectically
po change frem the present mission--baged on concepls daveloped
end proven out through wertime experience. However, gpecific
types of support oven the organisstional structure to provide
them-~difficult to estimate because (1) don't kuow type of
way that will be fought--cannot lsan too heavily on lsst wer
because By be an entirely new pattern of sctivities, with

diffevent emphases on support required. (2) Support to non-CIA

ams.es mmﬁ first on m’?aa that will be develouped
vy &J—dg h/ ‘ Qf\ﬁ;}\@h P (U\Tﬁ}&c’h}

in course of warj and, mm&mdmiaﬂ.m et sust be taken
Mﬁﬁ%&m dspendence on that support by military services

concernad.
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Primary spprosch thug to emphegize maintenance of grest flexibility, and
congtantly widen cspabilities of staff through speciel training snd
new axperience.

B. Within these gualifications, we amnticipate, firs%, an {muediste and

heavy load placed on geogrephic intelligence and savvices.

Large part of this load will be sugport of special operations, primerily
those related to paranownt nationel interests conduotad by eo-called
“n Force in oversess cammnds. We would envision Mt}ﬂﬁ:&mﬁ to

dacision st the time, this £ie1d support would be provided by g‘.\}(j}‘@/})

. .} A
’,‘h:\;\.’

alrvesdy-sxperienced field teems of geogrephic intelligence mm}.a.\

copebls of doing # Tull range W@ of sralysig~--involving geogreph:

regearch, cartography, mep procuremeni end evaluation, and photo
interpretation at ghort notice for any type of opayetional requirement.

¢. At hesdquerters, ve snticipete the following:
1. o contribute geogrsphic intelligence and technical sarviced to

eveluations of ourrent situstions, followed by support reguests

w 33 e
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for ares snlysis and sssistance from mep reference service.

2. Fext stage, repid and concurrent increese in requests for photo

5
AL AL

interpretation, esrtographic services, snd geographic intelligmnce

support o tergeting, unconventlional warfere, snd escape and
evaaion, and soonopic resssrch requirsments.

3. Finally, eavisgion establisheent of mep collection tesws in field
2i8 &M“J\’M o

compands; and pmm,\mm teams of geograpbic intelligence

AR A }r ?/}’)
and service mmm:i;\fer direct field support of CIA and

militery operstions as required.

c. Bulabp gt
Persounel increase, except photo intelligence, of 42 percent. Accelerated

vraining in cartography and photo interpretation. | Bﬂ&yﬁ.ﬂg of map

T

collection temss. |

D. fchedule
1. Deploy to relocetion center, functioning within limitations of

emermency facilities and staff.

- 12 -
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{ull in key graduete reservists.
Convert militery reservists from c¢ivillen to military status in
implementation of the DD/I pisus for this.

Initiate phased call-in of cthﬂ m&e vesarvists and reorulitment

k, e
jag whaatm w& msﬂfvistﬁ’/ b’*

Teplement tyaining and build up facilities,

Assumss intimmte working coordinmtion with other agencies where
Joint operetions sre Iinvolved.
s &]&Mamw
A continuation Of the present close working coowdtamtien with

sther grogrephic intelligence resesrch units--particudisrly

that gt Avmy Hep Service.
t;tl Al t“ J

e Lefaqas

Establishment {M‘ a commnity photographic intelligence center.
Verification of existing sgreements for the coordination of ‘ﬁ\wjfbv
wep procurement to include the principle thet the eoordinated

ement and processing of captured meps and mep materials
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will in wartime be & CIA respousibility.
5, fYechnical coovdination with other cartographic services of the

coesmnliy, 85 necessaYy.
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